
 
 
 

Summer 2010 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
 
We love to make and drink Pinot Noir for its subtlety, elegance, and 
versatility at the table. The reason we make two is because of the 
different nuances they exhibit and how intriguing they both are on the 
palate. Our 2007 COHO Russian River Valley Pinot Noir  is grown on 
thin, well-drained soils that were once ancient seabed. The proximity of 
the vineyard to the Pacific Ocean means cool temperatures that manifest 
bright, intense aromas and flavors of  black cherry and plum. This wine 
was just nominated as one of the Top 5 California Pinot Noirs in Food 
and Wine Magazine .  Quantities are very limited so order soon. 
 
We are very pleased to be releasing our 2008  COHO Russian River Valley 
Pinot Noir. The wine is a blend of several outstanding Pinot Noir 
vineyards located in the Green Valley sub-appellation of the Russian 
River Valley. Green Valley is extremely cool as it  gets fog both from the 
river to the north, and the wind gap to the south. Consequently the 
grapes experience a long ripening season that results in a wine that is 
dense and complex with blackberry, blueberry and violet-floral 
characteristics.   
 
The 2007 COHO Stanly Ranch Pinot Noir  is grown 20 miles further east 
and the vineyard sits less than a quarter mile above the marshes of the 
San Pablo Bay. 50 years ago Louis Martini selected a clone from the 
Pommard region of Burgundy as being a good match for the heavier soils 
of the Los Carneros region. Our 2007 came from 40-year old vines that are 
one of the last remaining examples of this “Martini” clone in the area. 
Once again, they have produced a wine that has great depth of flavor, 
spice, and richness with an underlying earthiness that says “Pinot Noir ”.  
 
 
Located in the Coombsville area, east of downtown Napa, is the Michael 
Black Vineyard. From the rocky, volcanic soils,  Michael is able to coax 
very small amounts of the most exquisite Merlot fruit from his hillside 
vineyard. We are very proud that since 2004, our first year working with 
Michael,  COHO Merlot can be found at the top of the California Merlot 
rankings in Wine Spectator .   
 
 
 



 
Last November the wine was featured in both the November 15t h  and 
November 30t h  issues of Wine Spectator .   Tim Fish scored the 2006 COHO 
Michael Black Vineyard Merlot  with 93 Points  and wrote: “Richly 
structured yet dense and complex. Offers appealing aromas of  red 
currant,  thyme and pencil lead, with layered black cherry and toasty 
mocha-oak flavors that deftly balance bold fruit and firm tannins. Drink 
now through 2015”.   As many of our thril led customers tell  us, “this is  a 
Cabernet-lovers Merlot”.  
 
In 2004 we met Michael and Susan Klopka who had lovingly planted a 
small Cabernet Sauvignon vineyard near the top of Diamond Mountain in 
the northern end of Napa Valley. One look at the porous,  red volcanic 
soils,  and the exposure to the cool afternoon breezes coming all  the way 
from Lake Sonoma, we were convinced that this had the makings of an 
outstanding Cabernet vineyard. As we now release our third wine made 
from this vineyard, the first reviews of the 2006 COHO SummitVine 
Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon  support our early optimism.  
 
Robert Parker had his first look at  this wine last October and wrote about 
it  in The Wine Advocate last December; “The 2006 Cabernet Sauvignon 
Summit Vine Ranch is a classic mountain Cabernet displaying copious 
notes of creme de cassis, licorice, smoke,  incense, and charcoal. With 
full-bodied power, plenty of texture and tannin,  and a backward, 
foreboding style, 3-4 years of bottle age is required. It should evolve for 
two decades”.  
 
Shipping in the summer can be a concern. In California we have an 
overnight service that is very good, though we will  not ship in extreme 
conditions. Service to most of our neighboring states is 2-3 days. For the 
rest of the country we recommend 2 Day Air to minimize exposure to hot 
weather. In its current form, the order sheet only shows shipping prices 
for California. We are able to arrange to have your wine shipped to you 
in most other states, but the prices vary based on distance and shipping 
brokers. We always charge only what our costs are for shipping, 
insurance, and recyclable packaging materials. 
 
We want to again thank all  our customers for your ongoing support of 
COHO. For those of you new to purchasing our wines, we want to add a 
special welcome. We hope that you too will  enjoy the wines you may buy 
from us now and into the future.  

 
“To Sunny Days and Cool Nights” 

 
Brooks and Beth Painter   Gary Lipp and Sheila Barry 


